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Cartosemiotics is a new neighbour discipline between cartography and semiotics. From semiotic point of view the question of the competence of the cartosemiotics and its borders is a new one in cartography. In the article /Wolodtschenko 2006/ three relevant aspects were discussed: methodical, research-related and map-language borders.

	Methodical border

	

	With competence of the cartographic 

traditions
	With competence of the non cartographic 

traditions


Tab. 1 Methodical border 

Competence and methodical border are very important aspects in cartosemiotics. There is the cartosemiotic methodical border with competence of the cartographic and non cartographic traditions (tab. 1)

	Research fields 

(since middle of the 90s)

	General cartosemiotics

(theoretical cartosemiotics)


	Applied cartosemiotics

	cartographic sign theory
	Semiotics of

maps
	Semiotics of

map-like models
	Semiotics of

cartographic

textual models


Tab.2 Borders of research fields 

Since of the middle 90s cartosemiotics has an explosive development; its research fields subdivide on general(theoretical) and applied (on user-oriented) ones with semiotics of maps, semiotics of map-like models and semiotics of cartographic textual models (tab. 2).

	Sublanguage 1

(graphical language)

	Sublanguage 2

(mathematical language)
	Map Language


	Sublanguage 4

(aerial/satellite images

language)

	Sublanguage 3

(verbal language)


Fig. 1  Four sublanguages structure model of the map language /Wolodtschenko 2002/

The way to acquire cartosemiotic knowledge is the way of acquisition of new spatial knowledge. Without study and understand of the map language the competent knowledge is not possible to acquire. The map language has also its competence borders, which one can interpret as borders actions for four sublanguages (fig. 1).

Where to realize cartosemiotic competence yet? It is possible to realize in academic education as cartosemiotic disciplines, for map using in system "map making – map using", for atlas using in system "atlas making – atlas using" etc.

Some selected new researches of cartosemiotic competence are following: 

· cartosemiotic knowledge, its mining and acquisition
· cartosemiotic ontology
· cartosemiotic history of cartography

· cartosemiotics and map language in communication society

· map language and internet

· language(s) of topographic, thematic and special maps

· cartosemiotic potential of maps and atlases: cartosigmatic research and analysis of various names (toponyms, hydronyms, etc.) in maps/atlases or in diverse indexes/lists on one or few languages); cartopragmatic research (e.g. user-oriented information in analysis of atlases) etc.

· cultural-semiotic and historical aspects of map language
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